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Welcome to First Due’s Quick Start Guide for ePCR success for the State of 
Alabama.  
 
The purpose of this guide is to help you complete the required ePCR fields for 
Alabama NEMSIS compliance to reduce and, hopefully, eliminate state validation 
errors and warnings. Before we get started, it’s important to keep the following in 
mind: 
 

- As you complete the ePCR, all National NEMSIS-required fields are indicated with 
an asterisk (*). These fields are not explained in this document, since the system 
already indicates them as required (most national NEMSIS-required fields are also 
Alabama NEMSIS-required). 
 

 
 
 

- The system will advise you of any National-NEMSIS fields that are missing or 

incorrect when you select  in the ePCR. These validation errors will 
appear in red: 
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- Also, upon selecting , Alabama NEMSIS errors and warnings will appear 
in the header section: 
 
 

 
 
 

- The example herein is a straightforward EMS call where the disposition is “Patient 
Treated, Transferred Care to Another EMS Unit”. 
 

- For other dispositions, the required fields will vary. 
 

- The nature of the EMS call (e.g., cardiac arrest) will also cause the Alabama-
NEMSIS-required fields to vary. 
 

- Additionally, other responses made in the ePCR may trigger other Alabama-
NEMSIS-required fields. 
 

- IMPORTANT: This guide is not intended to cover every type of patient encounter 
but is intended to serve as a foundation for completing most ePCRs. 
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- Just like donning an SCBA for the first time in your fire academy, the more you 
practice, the better you will become at completing Alabama-compliant ePCR with 
few to no validation errors. This will become second nature in no time. 
 

- What you’ll see below is each section of the First Due ePCR with fields that are 
Alabama-required but not necessarily national NEMSIS-required.  

 
- Remember, all the national NEMSIS-required fields are denoted with an asterisk 

(*), so those will be apparent on your first pass through the ePCR. 
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IMPORTANT: This following example is for the disposition:  
“Patient Treated, Transferred Care to Another EMS Unit”. 

 
Please Note: “Incident Patient Disposition” is found  

in the Disposition & EMS Narrative section of the ePCR: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
1. RESPONSE > DISPATCH 
 

 
 
 
No Alabama NEMSIS-required fields in this section. 
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2. RESPONSE > TIME 
 
 

 
 
 

1. ERROR: Dispatch Notified Date/Time must be recorded. 
 

2. ERROR: Depending on Disposition, Transfer of EMS Patient Care Date/Time 
must have a value.  

 
 
NOTE: Even if you don’t transport/transfer the patient, the following destination 
fields still require a response. “Not” values ARE acceptable and appropriate 
responses (e.g., “Not applicable”): 
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3. RESPONSE > RESPONSE 
 
 

 
 
 
No Alabama NEMSIS-required fields in this section. 
 
 
 
 
4. RESPONSE > SCENE 
 
 

 
 
 

1. WARNING: All scene address information must be recorded: 
a. Scene Address 
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b. Scene City 
c. Scene County 
d. Scene State 
e. Scene Zip Code 

 
 
 
 
5.  INFORMATION > PATIENT 
 
 

 
 

 
1. ERROR: First and Last Name must have a value. 

 
2. ERROR: Date of Birth must have a value. 

 
3. WARNING: SSN must be a real social security number OR leave blank when 

not known. 
 
 
TIP: If the patient address is the same as the incident address, we recommend 
copying and pasting the incident address from the Response > Scene section to 
the Information > Patient Information section shown above. 
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6. INFORMATION > EMS INFORMATION 
 

 
 
 

1. ERROR: Medication Allergies must be added OR “No Known Drug Allergy” 
OR “Not” Value selected. 
 

2. ERROR: Current Medications must entered OR one of the sliders selected. 
 
 

 
 
 

1. ERROR: If patient is female, pregnancy status must be selected. 
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7. ASSESSMENT > SITUATION 
 

 
 
 

1. WARNING: A single instance of EMSA - Suspected Acute (New Onset) 
Stroke/CVA Occurrence must be recorded for ALL Alabama PCRs. 

 
IMPORTANT: 

• If the response to “EMSA - Suspected Acute (New Onset) Stroke/CVA 
Occurrence” is “YES”, then ALL other EMSA fields require a response. 
 

• If the response to “EMSA - Suspected Acute (New Onset) Stroke/CVA 
Occurrence” is “NO”, then all other EMSA fields DO NOT require a 
response. 

 
 
 
8. ASSESSMENT > IMPRESSIONS 
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1. ERROR: At least one complaint must be recorded. 
IMPORTANT: Duration and Time Units of Duration MUST be entered for 
every complaint. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9. ASSESSMENT > ASSESSMENT 
 

 
 
 
 

1. ERROR: An assessment MUST be documented for ALL the following areas: 
Alabama-compliant ASSSESSMENT images shown below as an example only. 
Always document actual findings (system as of May 20, 2022): 
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a. Abdomen 

 

 
 

b. Back & Spine 
 

 
 
c. Chest & Lungs 
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d. Head, Face & Neck 
 
Eyes 

 
 
 
Face 

 
Head 
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Neck 
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e. Heart 
 

 
 

f. Lower Extremities 
 

 
 

g. Mental and Behavioral 
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h. Neurological 

 

 
 

i. Pelvis & Genitourinary 
 

 
 

j. Skin 
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k. Upper Extremities 
 

 
 
 
 
 
10. VITAL SIGNS > VITAL SIGNS 
 

 
 
 

1. WARNING: DBP (Diastolic Blood Pressure) must be recorded. 
 

2. ERROR: Full Glascow Coma Score with Qualifier must be recorded for at 
least one (1) set of vital signs. 
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11. TREATMENTS > PROCEDURES 
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1. ERROR: At least one (1) procedure must be recorded. Be sure to document 

the following: 
a. # of attempts 
b. Successful 
c. Response 
d. Complications 

 
2. WARNING:  A “Continuous Physical Assessment” procedure must be 

recorded since a patient was treated. 
 

3. ERROR: Vascular Access Location must be recorded based on procedure 
type (e.g., catheterization of vein). 

 
 
 
12. TREATMENTS > PROTOCOLS 
 

 
 
 

1. ERROR: Based on procedure(s), at least one (1) protocol used must be 
recorded. 
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13. TREATMENTS > MEDICATION 
 

s 
 
 

1. ERROR: Medication administration route must be recorded for a 
medication administered. NOTE: The system will indicate a WARNING if no 
meds are entered, but you are still able to submit the ePCR to Alabama 
NEMSIS 
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14. DISPOSITION & EMS NARRATIVE > DISPOSITION 
 

 
 

1. ERROR: Destination Transported To must be selected (for applicable 
dispositions). 

 
 
 
15. DISPOSITION & EMS NARRATIVE > NARRATIVE 
 

 
 
 

1. ERROR: Narrative is required. 
a. If patient is involved, narrative must be 30 characters. 
b. If no patient is involved, narrative must be 10 characters. 

 
 
 
Nice job! All of us at First Due hope you found this document helpful as you 
complete Alabama ePCRs in our system. If you have any questions, please reach 
out to your Client Success Manager or support@firstduesizeup.zohodesk.com. 


